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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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NON-FINAL REJECTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Specifically, both claims include limitations with the term "the drive force of the drive 
source" on lines 7-9 in each claim. These limitations are not clearly understood, since the 
claim also includes a reference to the drive force of the "second drive source". 
Furthermore, it is not clear whether those claim limitations are referring to the first "drive 
source" or the "second drive source". 
Further clarification and correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication 
in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fujimoto (EP 
977198 A2). 
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Re claim 1 : Fujimoto discloses a recording medium playback device (para.0 133-01 35)\ 
comprising: 

a drive source 52; 

a receiving part 23 for receiving a plural i r\ of holding tuouibois ^) ■■<.-■ it:t.. diving 
laid on one another, the holding member being capable of holding a recording medium 
24; 

a playback part 25 for playing back the recording medium received in the 
receiving part; 

a carrying part 35 for carrying the recording medium through an insertion slot 33 
by drive force of the drive source (lifting motor 52 drives the injection/ejection roller 35); 

a positioning part 26 for moving the holding member along a direction of the 
arrangement of the holding members by drive force of the drive source so as to position 
the holding member at a position where the holding member can hold the recording 
medium carried through the insertion slot (by way of moving mechanism 26 comprised 
of slide plates 54) and for moving the carrying part by drive force of the drive source (by 
way of slides plates and gears) so as to position the carrying part at a position where the 
carrying part can carry the recording medium inserted through the insertion slot 
(para.0 150-0 153); and 

a transmission restricting part 58 for restricting the drive force of the drive source 
to be transmitted to the positioning part when the carrying part carries the recording 
medium (para.0 153). 
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Re claim 2: Fujimoto further discloses wherein the carrying part is movable together 
with the playback part along the direction of the arrangement of the holding members 
(Fig,5A-5C; 18-19; para.0150). 

Re claims 3-4: Fujimoto further discloses (as best understood): 

a separating element 28 for parting the holding member of one recording medium 
and the holding member of another recording medium from each other along the 
direction of the arrangemen t of the holding members; and 

a second drive source 53 for supplying drive force to the separating element, 
wherein the transmission restricting part is displaced by drive force from the second drive 
source (by way of slides pates 56 driven by splitting motor 53; as specifically described 
in Fig.28A-32; para.0.151, 0153, 0161, 0168, 0171-0172) in a range between a connecting 
position where the drive force of the drive source is allowed to be transmitted to the 
positioning part and a parting position where the drive force of the drive source is 
restricted to be transmitted to the positioning part (by way of transmission gears and slide 
plates). 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record in PTO-892 Form and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CARLOS E. GARCIA whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1354. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9am-5pm F 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Thi Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. E. G./ /William J. Klimowicz/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2627 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 

5/7/2010 



